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the arrangements. But Mr. Herrick did not return a^ Com-
mandant Weiss, conscious that Lindbergh had
great strain and was in need of rest, ordered a car
the aviator into the city. The chauffeur of the Weiss car was
more familiar with the countryside than most. He discovered
a small back country road over which he avoided all traffic
and slipped into Paris possibly two hours ahead of hundreds
of cars crawling funereally four abreast on the Le Bourget-
Paris road, among them the ambassador's car sans Lindbergh.
Whether the ambassador had planned to make Captain
Lindbergh his guest at the embassy, despite journalistic pre-
arrangement for quarters elsewhere, is not known. Perhaps
the ambassador would have argued this out with the young
aviator had he succeeded in taking him into his car at the
airfield. That aside, what did happen was that Commandant
Weiss, accompanied by Captain Lindbergh and Lieutenant
Detroyat, was whisked into Paris in record time and not
to a hotel but to the embassy at No. 5 Avenue d'lena.
The story was told in French aviation circles as follows:
Commandant Weiss understood virtually no English and
neither did Lieutenant Detroyat. Captain Lindbergh, of
course, was not familiar with French. Once inside the gates
of Paris, Weiss asked Lindbergh as best he could under the
circumstances where he wanted to go. Lindbergh replied:
"To the ambassador."
Weiss said to his chauffeur:
"A 1'ambassador."
It was the Hotel Ambassador, Boulevard Haussmann, at
which the suite had been ordered for Captain Lindbergh
through the New York newspaper at the instance of Lind-
bergh's friends in St. Louis, sponsors and backers of the
flight. It was here that Lindbergh was to be journalistically
isolated.